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the greater part of this vast and populous country. On the
central plain, the heart of the Mogliul sovereignty, there is a
large Moslem population, comprising the descendants of three
centuries, and there are many engaged in commerce and trade
in the chief towns throughout India, but they bear a small pro-
portion to the native race of idolaters, which it has been the policy
of the English to favour, as was shewn by placing on the throne
of Mysore, when wrested from Tippoo, a descendantof the ancient
rajahs. Colleges have been instituted for the instruction of the
Hindus in European literature, and in the language of their
governors; but such is the fear of hurting their religious
feelings, that even a theoretical statement of Christian doc-
trine is rigidly excluded, though a better example was set by
the Mohammedan rulers. These have now almost disap-
peared, for the nominal nabobs within our dominions have
only the rank (which their title means) of deputies of the
Great Moghul. Two of his feudatories, with the titles of
Vizir and Nizam al molk, or Administrator. of the Empire,
have had, till now, the government of a few millions of souls;
but, enclosed within British territory, they maintain, at
their own expense, a British army, and, while at their respec-
tive capitals of Lucknow and Hydrabad they have the pomp
of kings, the real power is in our Residents, I have said till
now, for the last act of the retiring Governor-General has
been to depose the incapable king of Oude, whose subjects
will rejoice to be delivered from his exactions, and to be trans-
ferred to the sovereignty of the Company. The Mohamme-
dans of India have been always within the reach of the
preaching of the gospel; but the annexation of the Punjab
seems the commencement of a new lera in the history of Mis-
sions, by bringing us to the frontier of Afghanistan and Persia.
The Shiyahs of that kingdom have the reputation of being
more liberal and less attached to their creed than their Turkish
neighbours; and certainly, in Shiraz Henry Martyn was
courteously received, though not only a preacher of Chris-
tianity, but also an opponent of Islam. The time seems now
arrived for following up prudently the way that God's provi-